TOPLUMSAL CINSIYET
ESITLIGINDE VERININ YOLCULUGU:
TURKIYE NUFUS VE SAGLIK
ARASTIRMALARINDAN ORNEKLERLE

Ilknur Yiiksel-Kaptanoglu

TESEV


https://www.tesev.org.tr/tr/ana-sayfa/

Dog. Dr. Ilknur Yiiksel-Kaptanoglu

Istatistik lisans ve Toplumsal Cinsiyet ve Kadin

Calismalar yiiksek lisans derecelerini Orta Dogu Teknik
Universitesinden, Demografi alanindaki doktora derecesini
ise Hacettepe Universitesi Niifus Etiitleri Enstitiisiinden
almistir. Halen Enstitiiniin Sosyal Arastirma Yontemleri
anabilim dalinda 6gretim tiyesidir. Nitel ve nicel birgok
arastirma deneyimi olan feminist arastirmaci Yiiksel-
Kaptanoglu, kadinlara yonelik siddet, toplumsal cinsiyet
temelli veri, nitel arastirma yontemleri, cocuk yasta, erken
ve zorla evlilikler alanlarinda ¢alismaktadir. Cinsiyet Esitligi
Izleme Dernegi, Yeryiizii Kalkinma Kooperatifi, Kadin
Dayanisma Vakfi, Niifusbilim Dernegi ve TOCIKAD iiyesidir.

Yiiksel-Kaptanoglu received her bachelor’s degree in
Statistics, master’s degree in Gender and Women’s Studies
from Middle East Technical University and her PhD degree
in Demography from Hacettepe University Institute of
Population Studies. She is currently a faculty member at the
Institute’s Social Research Methods department. Yiiksel-
Kaptanoglu is a feminist researcher with many qualitative
and quantitative research experiences. She works on
violence against women, gender-based data, qualitative
research methods, child, early and forced marriages. She is
a member of Association for Monitoring Gender Equality,
Terra Development Cooperative, The Foundation for
Women’s Solidarity, Niifusbilim Dernegi and Gender and
Women’s Studies Association.

Toplumsal Cinsiyet
Esitliginde Verinin
Yolculugu: Tiirkiye
Niifus ve Saghk
Arastirmalarindan
Orneklerle

Bu yazida, toplumsal cinsiyet esitligi
konusunda nicel ve nitel yaklasimlarla
yluritilen arastirmalarda yer almis
feminist bir arastirmaci olarak, arastirma
sorusundan savunuculuk asamasina kadar
verinin yolculugunda, toplumsal cinsiyet
esitligine duyarliligin nasil olustuguna dair
tanikligimi aktarmaya calisacagim. Bunu
yaparken sirtimi, kadinlarin tarihsel olarak
erkeklerin gerisinde birakildigi toplumsal
diizene dikkat ¢ekip, bunu elestiren ve
verinin “goriinmeyeni goriniir kilmay:”
saglayan giicline dikkat ¢ceken bircok feminist
arastirmacinin soylemlerine/iirettiklerine
yasliyorum aslinda. Bu giig, kadinlarin
maruz birakildiklart ayrimciliklarin ortadan
kaldinlmasini, bu ayrimciliklarin kritik alan
olarak tanimlanmasini giindeme getiren
uluslararasi kadin hareketinin konferanslari
ile bunlari temel alan sozlesmelerden
geliyor. Sirdiriilebilir Kalkinma Amaglari
(SKA) arasina toplumsal cinsiyet esitliginin
ve kadinlar ile kiz gocuklarinin giiglenmesi
hedefinin eklenmesi ve bu hedeflere
ulasmak igin gerekli olan veri liretimine
dikkat cekilmesi de ayni yerden besleniyor.
2000’liyillarla somut gostergelere doniisen
toplumsal cinsiyete duyarli veri, esitlik icin
calisan bireyler ve gruplari savunuculuk
acisindan giiclendirirken, politika yapicilara
ve uygulayicilara da sorumluluklar yiikledi.

The Journey of
Data in Gender
Equality: Examples
from Turkey
Demographic and
Health Surveys

As a feminist researcher who has been
involved in quantitative and qualitative
research on gender equality, I will use this
article as an opportunity to convey my
observations on how sensitivity to gender
equality is formed along data’s journey
from the research question to advocacy. In
doing so, I actually rely on the discourses/
work of many feminist researchers who
have pointed to and criticised the social
order which has historically privileged
men over women and have brought our
attention to the power of data to “make
the invisible visible”. This power comes
from the conferences of the international
women’s movement and the conventions
adopted based on these conferences, which
raised the issue of eliminating discrimination
against women and defining these forms of
discrimination as critical areas. This has also
led to the inclusion of gender equality and
the empowerment of women and girls among
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
and the realisation that data production is
key to achieving these goals. Translated into
concrete indicators in the 2000s, gender-
sensitivedatahasempoweredindividualsand
groups working for equality in their advocacy
work, while also placing responsibilities on
those making and implementing policy. As
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Tiim bu gelismeler sonucunda, bilingli
politikalar olusturmak igin gerekli veriyi
reten kurumlar da kaginilmaz olarak degisti,
degismek zorunda kald1.

Toplumsal cinsiyet esitligine rehberlik
etmesi beklenen nicel ya da nitel
verinin iiretiminden baslayarak
siirecin tamaminda toplumsal cinsiyet
duyarliligina ihtiyag var. Esitsizliklerin
oldugu alanlara iliskin arastirma
sorularinin belirlenmesi ile baslayan bu
siireg, veri toplama/olusturma, analiz
etme, yorumlama ve yayginlasma
asamalarinda da devam etmek
durumunda.

Arastirma Sorular

Buyazida, toplumsalcinsiyet esitliginde nicel
verinin yolculugunu takip edebilecegimiz
arastirmaserilerinden biri olan Niifus ve Saglik
Arastirmalarina’ (Demographic and Health
Survey-DHS) deginecegim. Bu arastirmalar,
evlilik,dogurganlik, oliimliiliik, aile planlamasi,
ureme sagligl, cocuk sagligi ve beslenme
konularinda karsilastirilabilir veri toplamak
amaciyla 1984 yilindan beri yiiriitiliiyor.

Bugiine kadar g9o’dan fazla iilkede 300’ilin
tizerinde arastirma gergeklestirilmis. En son
2018 yilinda gergeklestirilen, Tiirkiye Niifus ve
Saglik Arastirmasi (TNSA)? da bunlardan biri.
Odak noktasinda kadin soru kagidinin oldugu
bu hane halkiorneklem arastirmalari, 15-49 yas
grubundaki kadinlarin toplumsal yasamdaki
konumuna dair bilgi liretmesi nedeniyle
arastirmacilarin vazgecilmez veri kaynaklari
arasinda. Bu arastirmalar, belirli araliklar ile
giincelleniyor3; temel soru kagitlarinda* yer
alansorulargozden gecirilirken, farklikonulara
ait modiiler soru kagitlari da olusturulabiliyor.
Boylece, iilkelerin temel soru kagitlariile veri
ihtiyaclarinauygun olan modiil soru kagitlarini
da kullanmalar miimkiin oluyor.

Ilk olusturuldugu zamandan itibaren hak
temelli biryaklasimiesas alan Niifus ve Saglik
Arastirmalarinda, bugiin toplumsal cinsiyet
esitligineiliskinbircok soru mevcut. Bugelisim,
2000’lerden sonra daha hizliilerledi. Ornegin,
2003-2008 (DHS-5) programinda, “kadinin
statlisi” ve “ev ici siddet” olmak lizere iki
yeni modiil olusturuldu. Kadinin statiisii
modiiliindeki sorular kisa siire icinde standart

donemlerde bu modiile gerek kalmadi. Ev ici
siddet modiilii ise, bircok iilkede uygulanan
ve kadinlarin maruz birakildiklar siddet
oranlarina iliskin bilgi veren tek arastirma
konumunda hala ek modiillerden biri. 2013-

1Demographic Health Surveys (DHS), United States Agency for International Development (USAID)
tarafindan desteklenen ve giincel olarak ICF ve ortaklari Avenir Health, Bloe Raster, The Johns Hopkins
Center for Cimmunication Program (JHCCP), EnCompass, PATH ve Vysnova tarafindan yiiriitiilen DHS
programinin arastirma serilerinden biridir. DHS Programinda ayrica Malaria Indicator Surveys (MIS) ve
Service Provision Assessment (SPA) de yiiriitiilmektedir. Ayrintili bilgi igin bakiniz: https://dhsprogram.
com/Who-We-Are/upload/DHS-Program-info-brochure-2022.pdf

2 Tiirkiye’deki demografik arastirmalar Hacettepe Universitesi Niifus Etiitleri Enstitiisii tarafindan

yuriitilmektedir.

31984 — 1990 (DHS-I), 1989 — 1993 (DHS-1I),1992 — 1998 (DHS-III), 1997 — 2003 (DHS-1V, MEASURE DHS),
2003 — 2008 (DHS-V, MEASURE DHS+), 2008 — 2013 (DHS-VI, MEASURE DHS Phase III), 2013 — 2018

(DHS-7) ve 2018 — 2025 (DHS-8).

4 En giincel versiyon olan DHS-8 Hanehalki, Kadin, Erkek, Antropometri, Saha Calisani ve Yeniden Olciim

temel soru kagidi icermektedir.
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a result, the organisations that produce the
data needed to formulate informed policies
have inevitably changed.

Gender sensitivity is required
throughout the entire process,
starting from the production of
quantitative or qualitative data that
is expected to guide gender equality.
This process, which starts with the
identification of research questions
concerning areas where inequalities
exist, must continue in the stages of
data collection/generation, analysis,
interpretation, and dissemination.

Research Questions

In this article, I will focus on the Demographic
and Health Survey' (DHS), one of the survey
series that allows us to trace the journey of
quantitative data in gender equality. These
surveys have been conducted since 1984 to
collect comparable data on marriage, fertility,
mortality, family planning, reproductive health,
child health, and nutrition. To date, more than
300surveyshavebeenconductedinmorethango
countries. The Turkey Demographic and Health

Survey? (TDHS), which was last conducted in
2018, is one of them. These household sample
surveys, which use the women’s questionnaires,
areindispensable data sources for researchers
as they produce information on the position of
women at ages15-49in social life. These surveys
are implemented at regular intervals.3 While
the questions in the core questionnaires* are
revised, questionnaire modules on different
topics are also available. Thus, it is possible for
countries to combine the core questionnaires
and the questionnaire modules to suit their data
needs.

The Demographic and Health Surveys have
employed a rights-based approach since their
inception and today include many questions on
gender equality. In terms of gender equality,
there has been anaccelerationinthe 2000s. For
example, in the 2003-2008 (DHS-5) program,
two new modules were created: “women’s
status” and “domestic violence”. Since the
questions in the women’s status module
were integrated into the standard women’s
questionnaire in a short period of time, this
module was no longer needed in the following
phases. The module on domestic violence, on
the other hand, is still one of the only surveys
conducted in many countries that provides
information on the rates of violence against
women. In the 2013-2018 (DHS-7) program, the
questions were revised to create SDG indicator

1 The Demographic Health Surveys (DHS) is one of the survey series of the DHS Program funded by the
United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and currently implemented by ICF and its
partners Avenir Health, Bloe Raster, The Johns Hopkins Center for Communication Program (JHCCP),
EnCompass, PATH and Vysnova. The DHS Program also conducts Malaria Indicator Surveys (MIS) and
Service Provision Assessment (SPA). For more information see: https://dhsprogram.com/Who-We-Are/

upload/DHS-Program-info-brochure-2022.pdf

2 Demographic research in Tiirkiye is carried out by Hacettepe University Institute of Population Studies.
31984 — 1990 (DHS-I), 1989 — 1993 (DHS-11),1992 — 1998 (DHS-I1I), 1997 — 2003 (DHS-1IV, MEASURE DHS),
2003 — 2008 (DHS-V, MEASURE DHS+), 2008 — 2013 (DHS-VI, MEASURE DHS Phase III), 2013 — 2018

(DHS-7) and 2018 — 2025 (DHS-8).

4 The most recent version of the DHS-8 includes the Household, Woman’s, Man’s, Biomarker, Fieldwork-

er and Remeasurement core questionnaires.
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2018 (DHS-7) programindaise, SKA’nin 5.6.1.
No.lu gostergesini° liretecek bicimde sorular
revize edildi. Boylece, kadinlarin cinsel ve
ureme sagligi konusundaki ozerkliklerine
iliskin veri tiretilmesine imkan yaratildi. En
giincel DHS-8 (2018-2023) programina ise
100 yeni soru eklenmesiyle, standart kadin
soru kagidi %25 oraninda degisti. Hamilelik
tarihgesi, regl yasi, ireme sagligina iliskin
kararlarin yani sira evlilik kaydi, mevcut
evliligin siiresi, eve suyu kimin tasidigi gibi
sorular da eklenenler arasinda. Bu veriyi
kullanarak kadinlarin kararlara katilimi ve
esin fiziksel siddet uygulamasina yonelik
tutumlarinailiskin sorularitemel alanikiayri
giclenme endeksiolusturulmasi dayenilikler
arasinda. Giincel programdaki moduil® sayisi
ise 14’e ulasti; kadin klitoris kesimi de eklenen
modiillerden biri.

Turkiye’de ise, 1968 yilindan itibaren beser
yillik araliklar ile demografik arastirmalar
yiiriiten Hacettepe Universitesi Niifus Etiitleri
Enstitiisii (HUNEE), bu arastirmalari 1993
yilindan itibaren TNSA adi altinda devam
ettiriyor. 1968 yilinda yapilan Tiirkiye’de
Aile Yapisi arastirmasindan sonra, kiiresel
arastirma serilerine paralel bicimde yiiriitiilen
bu arastirmalar, daha sonra dogurganlik,
gebeligi onleyici yontemler, anne ve gocuk
sagligi konularina evrildi. Odak noktasindaki
degisime ragmen, bu arastirmalarda aile
yapisina iliskin sorularin korundugunu
soylemek onemli. Zamanicinde degisen soru
kagitlarina, 1983 yilinda kiirtajileilgili sorular
eklendi. 1988 arastirmasinda ise, kadinlarin
esleriyle de goriisiilerek erkeklerin aile

planlamasi ve toplumsal cinsiyet esitligine
iliskin tutumlarina yonelik bilgi topland.

1993-TNSA’sina ise, yemek, bulasik, ev isi,
faturalarin odenmesi, tamirat gibi islerden
hanede 6ncelikli kimlerin sorumlu olduguna
iliskin sorular eklenerek, cinsiyete dayali is
boliimiinii irdeleyecek sorular dahil edildi.
Kadinlarintemel ozellikleri basligina, kadinin
statiistiniin eklenmesi ise 2003-TNSA’da
gerceklesti. Kadinlarin temel 6zelliklerinin
yani sira ¢alisma yasamina katilimlari,
kazanglarinin kullanimina iligkin kararlar,
calisan kadinlarin ¢cocuk bakimi, fiziksel
siddete ve toplumsal cinsiyet esitligine
iliskin tutumlar da bu boliimde yer aldi. 2008
yilinda, kadinin statiisii bagimsiz bir baslik
haline geldive kadinlarin galismatarihgeleri
de bu boliimiin yeni konularindan biri oldu.
Tim ¢alisma deneyimlerine iliskin bilgi
toplayan bu galisma tarihgesi araciligiyla
kadinlarin ¢calisma yasamina dair detayli
analiz yapilmasinin oni agildi. Kadinlarin
giindelik yasam deneyimleri, fiziksel siddete
iliskin tutumlari ve esleri tarafindan maruz
birakildiklari kontrol edici davranislar da
boliimiin konulari arasindaydi.

Tirkiye’de en son gergeklestirilen
2018-TNSA’da ise, kadinin statiisi baslig
kadinin giiglenmesi ile degisti. Kadinlarin
calismayasaminakatilimi, ev, toprak gibi mal
sahipligi, saglik ve gebeligi onleyici yontem
konusundaki kararlara katilimi, fiziksel
siddeteiliskin tutumlari, esler arasindakiyas
ve egitim farki, hanedeki kararlara katilim
konulari da bu boliime dahil edildi.

5 Gebeligi onleyici yontem kullanimi, cinsel iliski ve ireme sagligina iliskin kendi bilingli kararlarini veren

15-49 yas grubundaki kadinlara orani

6 Kaza, Yetigkin ve Anne Oliimleri, Cocuklarin Iyi Olma Hali ve Hane Yapisi, Kronik Hastaliklar, Engellilik,
Aile I¢i Siddet, Kadin Genital Kesimi, Fistil, Gida Guvensizligi Deneyim Olgegi, Insan Papilloma Virisi
(HPV), Ruh Sagligi, Yenidogan Bakimi, Cepten Saglik Harcamalari, Anne Sagligi Bakimina Iliskin Tamam-

layict Modiil.
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5.6.1.5 Thus, it was possible to generate
data on women’s autonomy in sexual and
reproductive health. In the most recent
DHS-8 (2018-2023) program, the standard
women’s questionnaire changed by 25% as
100 new questions were added. In addition
to pregnancy history, menstrual age, and
reproductive health decisions, questions
regarding marriage registration, the duration
of the current marriage, and who carries
water to the house were also added. Another
innovationis that this data was used to create
two separate empowerment indices based
on questions on women’s participation in
decisions and their attitudes towards physical
violence perpetrated by their husbands. The
number of modulesinthe current programis
14%, including female genital cutting among
others.

In Tiirkiye, Hacettepe University Institute
of Population Studies (HUIPS), which has
been conducting demographic surveys at
five-year intervals since 1968, has been
carrying out these surveys under the name
of TDHS since 1993. These surveys, which
began to be conducted in parallel with the
global survey series after the 1968 Survey
on Family Structure in Turkey, later shifted
towards fertility, contraceptive methods, and
maternal and child health. It is important to
note that despite the change in focus the
questions on family structure were preserved
in these surveys. In 1983, questions on
abortion were added to the questionnaires
that changed over time. In the 1988 survey,
women’s spouses were also interviewed to
collectinformation on men’s attitudes toward
family planning and gender equality.

In the 1993 TDHS, questions on who in the
householdis primarily responsible for cooking,
washing dishes, housework, payment of bills,
repairs,etc. wereaddedtoexaminethegender-
based division of labour. In the 2003 TDHS,
women’s status was added to the chapter
of women’s characteristics. In addition to
women’s background characteristics, this
chapteralsoincluded questions on women’s
participation in the labour force, decisions
on the use of earnings, childcare of working
women, attitudes towards physical violence
and gender equality. In 2008, women’s status
became a stand-alone module, and women’s
work history became one of the new modulein
the questionnaire. Collecting information on
all working experiences, this topic paved the
way for detailed analyses of women’s working
life. Women’s daily life experiences and their
attitudes towards being subjected to physical
violence and controlling behaviours by their
husbands were also among the topics of the
chapter.

In the most recent 2018 TDHS conducted
in Tlirkiye, the women’s status chapter
was renamed to women’s empowerment,
including topics like women’s participation
in working life, ownership of assets such as
houses and land, participation in decisions
on health and contraceptive methods,
attitudes towards physical violence, age and
education differences between spouses, and
participation in household decisions.

Although the Demographic and Health
Surveys provide important information on
women’s lives through questions regarding
education, health, participation in decision-

5 Proportion of women aged 15-49 who make their own informed decisions about contraceptive use, sex-
ual intercourse and reproductive health.

6 Accident/Injury, Adult and Maternal Mortality, Child Well-being and Household Structure, Chronic Di-
sease, Disability, Domestic Violence, Female Genital Cutting, Fistula, Food Insecurity Experience Scale
(FIES) from FAO, Human Papilloma Virus (HPV) Vaccination, Mental Health, Newborn Care, Out-of-poc-
ket Health Expenditures, Supplemental Module on Maternal Health Care.
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Niifus ve Saglik Arastirmalari egitim, saglik,
karar alma mekanizmalarina katilim, fiziksel
siddet ve toplumsal cinsiyet esitligine iliskin
tutumlar gibi sorularile kadinlarin yasamina
dair onemli bilgi vermesine ragmen, bu
bilginin sadece iireme ¢agindaki kadinlar ile
sinirli kalmasi onemli elestiriler arasinda.
Tim bu sorularin kadinlarin eslerine, hig
evlenmemis kadinlara sorulmasi miimkiin
olsada, herarastirmanin 6rneklem kapsamina
bu gruplar dahil edilmeyebiliyor. Ulke
politikalari, oncelikli veri ihtiyaci, arastirma
biitcesi gibi faktorlere bagliolarak uygulanan
temel soru kagitlari ve modiiller ayni iilkenin
farkli donemlerinde de degisebiliyor. Bu
arastirmalarin ulusal politikalar icin gerekli
gostergeleri liretme kapasitesi dikkate
alindiginda, politika lireten kurumlarin ve
ilgili bakanliklarin gorislerinin etkisi de
onemli faktorler olarak deginilmeli.

Bircok tilkeye benzer bicimde Tiirkiye’de
uygulanan her TNSA’da hi¢ evlenmemis
kadinlardan bilgi toplanmasi mimkiin
olmadi. Bu noktada, arastirmalardaki evlilik
taniminin sadece resminikahile gerceklesen
evliliklerile sinirliolmadigini, dini nikahliya
da kendini evliolarak beyan eden kadinlarin
da evli olarak kabul edildigini belirtmek
gerekir. Turkiye’deki tim arastirmalarda
hane halki ve kadin soru kagidi uygulandi.
Ancak, ilk kez1998-TNSA’da hi¢ evlenmemis
kadinlar ve halen evli kadinlarin eslerine
yonelik soru kagidi da dahil edilerek dort
farkli soru kagidi kullanildi. 2013 yilindan
itibaren ise, 15-49 yas grubundaki en az
bir kez evlenmis/hi¢ evlenmemis ayrimi
gozetilmeden tim kadinlardan bilgi
toplanmaya baslandi. En az bir kez evlenmis
kadinlarin halen evli olan eslerinden ise
sadece 1968, 1988 ve 1998 yillarinda yapilan
demografik arastirmalarda bilgi toplandi.

Veri Toplama
Siireci: Saha
Personeli Egitimi,
Saha Calismasi

Arastirma sorulari toplumsal cinsiyet
esitsizliklerini dikkate alan ve cevaplayicilarin
cok iyi anlayacagi bicimde formiile edilmis
olsa da sahada bu sorulari soracak kisilerin
duyarliligr ¢ok daha belirleyicidir. Niifus
ve Saglik Arastirmalari programlarinda,
arastirma orneklemi, saha g¢alismasi
oncesinde yapilan listeleme, saha personeli
ve siipervizorler oncelikli olmak lzere
bircok konuyla ilgili el kitaplar araciligiyla
veri kalitesini garantiye alinmasi amaglanir.
Boylece, diinyanin birgok tilkesinde, farkli
kiiltiirlerden kisiler tarafindan toplanacak
verinin standartlasmasi saglanir.
Arastirmanin nasil yapilacagl konusuna
dair bu ayrintili bilgi, arastirmayi yuriten
kurumlar agisindan da yol gostericidir.
Ornegin, dogrudan toplumsal cinsiyete
duyarli bir yaklasim olarak sunulmasa da
saha personeli icin hazirlanan el kitabinda
“cinsel taciz” konusuna yer verilmesi, saha
personelinin kendiaralarindave cevaplayicilar
ile kurduklari iligskilerde dikkatli olmalarini
hatirlatmasi agisindan ¢ok islevseldir.

TNSA’larda saha personeli, iletisim becerileri,
soru kagidiicerigi, soru kagidi uygulamalarini
iceren teorik ve pratik bir egitim sonrasinda
segilir. Boylece, saha ekibinin arastirmayi
benimsemesi ve ekip ¢alismasini 6grenmesi
amaglanir. Ornegin, saha personeline yonelik
4 haftalik egitim programinda, arastirma
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making mechanisms, and their attitudes
towards physical violence and gender
equality, one central criticism concerns
the fact that this information is limited
to women in reproductive age. Although
it is possible to ask all these questions
to women’s husbands and never-married
women, these groups may not be included in
the sample scope of every survey. Depending
on factors such as country policies, priority
data needs, and research budget, the core
questionnaires and modules may change
in different phases in the same country.
Considering the capacity of these surveys
to produce indicators required for national
policies, the views of policy-making
institutions and relevant ministries should
also be mentioned are likely to become
another influential factor.

Similar to many other countries, it was not
possible to collect information from never-
married women in every TDHS conducted
in Turkiye. At this point, it should be
noted that the definition of marriage in
the surveys is not limited to marriages
that take place through civil marriages;
women who have religious marriages or
who declare themselves as married are also
considered married. The household and
women’s questionnaires were used in all
surveys in Tirkiye. However, by including
the questionnaire for never-married women
and spouses of currently married women,
the 1998 TDHS was the first survey to use
four different questionnaires. Since 2013,
information has been collected from all
women aged 15-49, regardless of whether
they ever or never married. Information
was collected from the current spouses of
women who had been married at least once
only in the demographic surveys conducted
in 1968, 1988, and 1998.

Data Collection:
Field Staff
Training,
Fieldwork

Although the research questions are
formulated in such a way as to take into
account genderinequalities and to make sure
that respondents can easily understand them,
the sensitivity of those tasked with asking
these questions in the field is much more
decisive. The Demographic and Health
Surveys programs use handbooks on a
wide range of topics, including research
sampling, pre-fieldwork listing, field staff
and supervisors as a means to secure data
quality. This ensures the standardisation of
data collected by individuals from different
cultures in many countries around the
world. This detailed information on how
to conduct research is also instructive for
the organisations conducting the research.
For example, although it is not directly
presented as a gender-sensitive approach,
the fact that “sexual harassment” is
included asatopicinthe handbook prepared
for fieldworkers is very beneficial in terms
of reminding fieldworkers to be careful in
their relations among themselves and with
respondents.

In TDHSs, fieldworkers are selected after
undergoing a theoretical and practical
training on communication skills,
questionnaire content and questionnaire
applications. Thus, it is aimed for
fieldworkers to acquire a good knowledge of
thesurveyandlearnteamwork. Forexample,
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konularina iliskin seminerler diizenlenmesi,
HUNEE’nin arastirma sorularinin daha
iyi anlasilmasini saglamak icin uyguladigi
stratejilerinden biridir. Bu seminerlerde,
dogumdan, kadinlarin ¢alismasina kadar
uzanan bir yelpazede soru kagidindaki
konulara yer verilir.

Biiyiik oranda sosyal bilimler alanindaki
disiplinlerde ogrenci geng kadin ve
erkeklerden olusan saha ekiplerinin,
gebeligi onleyici yontem kullanimi,
dogurganlik, evlilik ya da fiziksel

siddete iligkin tutumlar gibi konularda
bilgilenmeleri de toplumsal cinsiyet
duyarliligi agisindan onemlidir. Egitimler
bu duyarliligin gelismesine katkida
bulunur.

Analiz ve
Yorumlama

Veri analizinin toplumsal cinsiyete duyarli
olmasini arastirmacilarin yaklasimi belirler.
Kamuya agik olan TNSA verisini analiz edecek
arastirmacilarin, hangi degiskenleri sectikleri
ve hangi degiskenler arasindaki iliskilere
baktiklari arastirmacilarin toplumsal cinsiyete
duyarliliklarina gore farklilasir. Bu asamada,
arastirma verisinde var olan geleneksel rollerin
neler oldugunu dikkate alan bir yaklasima
ihtiyag vardir. Ornegin, cocuk yasta evlilikler
konusunda yapilan bir calismada, veri ve
analiz sadece 18 yasini tamamlamadan 6nce
evlenen kiz ¢ocuklarinin egitim diizeyleri,
ailelerinin ekonomik durumu, kardes sayisi
gibi temel demografik degiskenler ile sinirli

olmamalidir. Arastirmacilarin evliligin nasil
kuruldugu, baslik parasi uygulamasi ya da
evlenmeden once kadinlarin bakire olmasina
katilanlarin oranlari gibi degiskenlere de
bakmasi 6nemlidir.

Nicelverideneldeedilenbulgularinyorumlanmasi
asamasinda nitel arastirma sonuglarindan
da yararlanilmasi giindeme gelmelidir. Bu
asamada, geleneksel toplumsal cinsiyet rollerini
pekistiren ifadelere dikkat edilmesi ve esitligi
giiglendirici bir dil kullanimina 6zen gosterilmesi
de nemlidir. Ornegin, isgiiciinde yer almama
konusundaki istatistikleri yorumlarken,
Tiirkiye Istatistik Kurumu’nun bile artik
kullanmadigi “ev kadini” terimi yerine “ev
isleriyle mesgul” ifadesinin kullanilmasi
gibi. Bugiin, bliylik veri ve dijitallesmeyle
birlikte yasanan toplumsal doniisiim, yeni
is alanlarinin ortaya ¢ikmasina, dolayisiyla
datoplumsalcinsiyet esitsizligine iliskin yeni
alanlarin giindeme gelebilecegine dikkat
cekmektedir. Toplumsal cinsiyete duyarli
kavram ve tanimlara 6zen gosterilmesi beklenen
bu siiregte, yeni kavramlar iiretilmesi de soz
konusu olmalidir.

Nasil Bir
Savunuculuk?
Toplumsal Cinsiyete
Duyarli Verinin
Yayginlasmasi

Toplumsal cinsiyet esitligine yonelik
savunuculuk faaliyetlerinin oncelikle dogru
ve giivenilir veri kullanmasi beklenir.
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the HUIPS’ strategies to ensure a better
understanding of the survey questions
involves organising seminars on the survey
topics as part of the 4-week fieldworker
training program. These seminars cover
different topics in the questionnaire,
ranging from childbirth to women’s work.

It is also important in terms of
gender sensitivity that the field
teams, who consist largely of young
women and men studying social
sciences disciplines are informed
about issues such as contraceptive
use, fertility, attitudes towards
marriage or physical violence.
Training contributes to the
development of this sensitivity.

Analysis and
Interpretation

The researchers’ approach determines how
gender-sensitive data analyses are. What
variables they choose to analyse publicly
available TDHS data and what relationships
between variables they look at differs
according to researchers’ degree of gender
sensitivity. At this stage, it is vital to adopt an
approach that takes into account what kind of
traditional roles exist in the survey data. For
example, in a study on child marriages, data
and analysis should not be limited to basic
demographicvariables such as the education
level of girls married before the age of 18,
the economic status of their families, and
the number of siblings. Researchers should

also look at more specific variables, i.e.,
how the marriage is set up, whether a bride
price is paid or the proportion of those who
agree that women should be virgins before
marriage.

At the stage of interpreting the findings
obtained from quantitative data, the results
of qualitative research should also be utilised.
At this stage, it is also important to be wary
of expressions that reinforce traditional
gender roles and to use a language that
strengthens equality. For example, when
interpreting statistics on non-participationin
the labour force, it is advisable to choose the
expression “busy with housework” instead
of “housewife”, which even the Turkish
Statistical Institute has ceased to use.
Today, the social transformation catalysed
by big data and digitalisation leads to the
emergence of new fields of work, and thus
new areas of genderinequality. In this process
we need to pay attention to gender-sensitive
concepts and definitions and also produce
new concepts.

What Kind
of Advocacy?
Mainstreaming

Gender-Sensitive
Data

Advocacy activities for gender equality are
primarily expected to use accurate and
reliable data.
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Ozellikle politika yapicilari ikna etme
noktasinda etkisi olan nicel verinin, ikna
edici giiciinden yararlanilmasi onemlidir.
Toplumsal cinsiyet esitligini savunan
gruplar ve sivil toplum orgiitleri kendileri
veri iiretmeseler de, kamu kurumlarinin
ve iiniversitelerin tirettigi veriye dair
detayli bilgiye sahip olmalidir. Savunucu
gruplarin toplumsal cinsiyete duyarli veri
kaynaklari, gostergeler ve verinin zaman
icindeki degisimine dair bilgili olmasi veri
savunuculuk faaliyetlerini giiglendirir.

Bugiin basili yayinlar ya da brogsiirler gibi
geleneksel yontemler ile sinirli olmayan
verinin izlenmesi ve yayginlastirilmasinda,
veri tabani, veri portali ve web sayfalan gibi
dijital platformlar 6nemli bir rol oynuyor.
Bundan 40 yil oncesiyle kiyaslandiginda,
artik tilke genelinde bilgi lireten arastirmalar
TNSA’lar ile sinirli degil. Hizli veri iiretiminin
oldugu bu donemde, toplumsal cinsiyet esitligine
duyarli veri savunuculugunu yapan gruplardan
beklenen, dogru ve giivenilir veri kaynaklarina
erismeleri, bu bilgiyi izlemelerive yayginlastirmak
icin tiim platformlar kullanmalaridir. Son
donemde, sosyal medya ve dijital platformlar
araciligiyla genglerin toplumsal cinsiyet esitligine
iliskin farkindaligini ve duyarliligini artirmanin
daha ¢ok tercih edildiginin de unutulmamasi
gerekiyor. Toplumsal cinsiyet esitligini
izlemeyi amaglayan Cinsiyet Esitligi Izleme
Dernegi’nin (CEID) tematik alanlara iliskin
yayinlarinin yani sira konuyla ilgili yayinlara
yer verdigi Cinsiyet Esitligi Izleme Merkezi

(CEIM?) biinyesindeki veri portali ve veri
tabanini bu alandakicalismalara 6rnek olarak
verebiliriz.

Birgok uluslararasi kurulusun da
glindeme getirdigi gibi, toplumsal
cinsiyete duyarl veri, bu konudaki
esitsizliklere karsi farkindalik yaratma,
kurumlann galismalarini gelistirme,
savunuculugu giiglendirme ve politika
olusturma agisindan daha etkili olma
potansiyeli tagimaktadir.

Toplumsalcinsiyet esitligine yonelik politikalar
acisindan etkileyici ve ikna edici giicii yiiksek
olan nicel verinin yolculugunda, TNSA’ya
yakindan bakmaya calistigim buyazida, 6zetle
yolculuga ¢ikmadan o6nce yapilan hazirliklar
ile sinirli olmayan bir siirece odaklanilmasina
dikkat cekmekistedim. Caroline Criado Perez’in
Goriinmez Kadinlar adli kitabinda dile getirdigi
gibi, “erkekler icin tasarlanmis bir diinyada
veri yanliligi ile yasamak kadinlarin giindelik
yasamlarini etkiliyor”.

Toplumsal cinsiyete duyarl bir diinya
icin sadece nicel degil, nitel veriye de
ihtiyacimiz var. Toplumsal cinsiyet
esitligi igin, veri iiretmek, bunu sadece
kadin ve erkek kaliplariile sinirl
olmadan siirdiirmek, veri iiretilmesini
tesvik etmek, veriyi izlemek, elestirmek
ve yayginlastirmak igin bu konuda
farkindaligi olan herkesin daha ¢ok
galismasi gerekiyor.

7 Cinsiyet Esitligi Izleme Merkezi, toplumsal cinsiyet esitliginin yayginlastirlmasi amaciyla bir¢ok verinin
tek bir platformda toplandigi bir kaynak ve veri portalidir. CEIM, toplumsal cinsiyete duyarli calismala-
rin yer aldigi elektronik kiitiiphane, CEID’in 16 tematik alana dair iirettigi haritalama ve izleme raporlari
ile toplumsal cinsiyete duyarli veri konusundaki gevrim igi egitimleri iceren bir egitim portalinin yani sira
toplumsal cinsiyete duyarli gostergelerin gorsellestirildigi bir veri portalindan olusmaktadir. Ayrintili bilgi
icin: https://ceim.ceid.org.tr
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It is important to utilise the persuasive
force of quantitative data to benefit
from its impact on policy makers. Even
if gender equality advocacy groups
and civil society organisations do not
produce data themselves, they should
have detailed information on the data
produced by public institutions and
universities. Knowledge of gender-
sensitive data sources, indicators and
changes in data over time strengthens
advocacy groups’ data advocacy
activities.

Digital platforms such as databases, data
portals and web pages play an important
role in monitoring and disseminating data
that are no longer confined to traditional
media such as printed publications or
brochures today. Unlike 40 years ago,
the TDHSs are no longer the only surveys
producing information across the country.
In this period of rapid data production,
groups advocating for gender-sensitive data
are expected to access accurate and reliable
data sources, monitor this information, and
use all available platforms to disseminate it.
It should also be kept in mind that recently,
it has become a widespread approach to
use social media and digital platforms
to raise young people’s awareness and
sensitivity to gender equality. One example
of activities in this area would be the
thematic publications of the Association
for Monitoring Gender Equality (CEID) and
the data portal and database of the Gender
Equality Monitoring Centre (CEIM7), where
it hosts various topic-related publications.

As many international
organisations have emphasised,
gender-sensitive data has the
potential to be more impactful
when it comes to raising
awareness of gender inequalities,
improving the work of institutions,
strengthening advocacy and
informing policymaking.

In this article, I have tried to take a closer
look at the TDHS as part of the journey of
quantitative data, which has a high impact
and persuasive force in terms of policies
towards gender equality. In brief, Iwanted to
underline that we should not limit ourselves
to the preparations made before embarking
on the journey. As Caroline Criado Perez
states in her book Invisible Women, “living
with data bias in a world designed for men
affects women’s daily lives™.

For a gender-sensitive world, we
need not only quantitative but

also qualitative data. For gender
equality, it is pivotal for everyone
who is aware of this issue to work
harder to produce data, to continue
producing data without getting
caught in stereotypes of women and
men, to encourage the production
of data and to monitor, criticise and
disseminate data.

7 The Gender Equality Monitoring Centre is a resource and data portal where a wide range of data is
collected on a single platform to promote gender equality. The CEIM consists of an electronic library
of gender-sensitive studies, mapping and monitoring reports drafted by CEID on 16 thematic areas, a
training portal including online trainings on gender-sensitive data, and a data portal where gender-
sensitive indicators are visualised. For detailed information: https://ceim.ceid.org.tr
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